
Gaelscoil Philib Barún, 
Crobally Upper, 
Tramore, Co. Waterford. 
 
15 March 2012 

 
Re: Gaelscoil Philib Barún, Tramore, Co. Waterford [1202908 BC] 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
I am following up on emails from individuals who have been in touch with you in recent days 
in relation to the exclusion of the above school from the school building programme released 
this week. As Chairperson of the schools Parents Association I have been involved for the last 
2 years in highlighting the schools profile and the need for a permanent home for the school. 
My time involved in this is just a drop in the ocean compared with the history of this school 
and its numerous previous attempts to move through the phases towards achieving their 
dream of a permanent building. We saw the inevitable change of ruling parties in the last 
general election as an ideal opportunity to lobby politicians seeking their place in government 
and we received many assurances and promises from your colleagues and members of your 
partners in government. In the aftermath of the election we saw some movement from your 
department by way of a site visit in order to gather information in preparation for the 
tendering stage for design teams. We now had new hope. 
 
After some time waiting for updates things had gone quite again and we asked the assistance 
of John Halligan TD in the matter. John Halligan put a ministerial question to you on our 
behalf, seeking clarification on how long the tendering process should take. You answered 
this and true to your word things moved again and indeed the tendering process was efficient 
and furthermore the appointment process was equally efficient, to such a degree that we now 
have a design team, signed, sealed and delivered. Once again we have a real sense of hope, 
for our school and our children. 
 
So at this stage and I am talking about the last month, we can be forgiven for developing our 
own vision as to how the next 2-3 years would play out for the school. We discussed that we 
may be able to hold school concerts in our own school hall by Christmas 2014. We have seen 
other local schools receive fantastic new facilities that we can only admire from a distance but 
alas, we are now within touching distance of that dream. That is until early this week when 
you released your school building programme and we looked in eager anticipation at 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016 and we were nowhere to be seen. The hopes that we had and the dream 
have been obliterated. It has been my dream for only the last 2 years but it has been much 
longer for the students who have come and gone, the board of management, the teachers some 
of whom are still there after 27 years in temporary accommodation. 
 
So I urge you now minister to review this and respond to me and or the school with an 
explanation as to why Gaelscoil Philib Barun could not be included on the school building 
programme because we have discussed it at length and cannot find any explanation. Your 
department own the site and a design team has been appointed. This could be a trowel ready 
project before the end of 2012. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Concerned Parent. 


